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The Railroad Safety and Funding Equity Act

of 1999 is a good bill which strikes a good bal-
ance between industry and public safety. I
urge my colleagues and my friends in the rail-
road industry to join Representative LIPINSKI

and I in moving this legislation forward. Each
day we wait, is another day a life is needlessly
put at risk.
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COMMENDATION OF MR. H. BEE-
CHER HICKS III, WHITE HOUSE
FELLOW FROM CHARLOTTE,
NORTH CAROLINA

HON. MELVIN L. WATT
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 26, 1999

Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I
want to take this opportunity to commend H.
Beecher Hicks, III of Charlotte, North Carolina
for serving as a distinguished White House
Fellow this year.

Mr. Hicks earned his BA in marketing from
Morehouse College and MBA from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina Kenan-Flager Business
School. He is an investment banker with Bank
of America Corporation (formerly NationsBank
Corporation) where be serves as Vice Presi-
dent and provides mergers and acquisitions
advice to middle-market companies. While
serving as assistant to the chairman of
NationsBank, Mr. Hicks led the formation of
the bank’s vendor development program and
proposed a $30 million equity-investment com-
pany focusing on urban communities. He also
helped start The Investment Group of Char-
lotte, which invests in local firms and real es-
tate projects and provides technical aid to en-
trepreneurs. Beyond his success in the private
sector, Mr. Hicks serves on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Develop-
ment Corporation and works with students at
Johnson C. Smith University.

Mr. Hicks was selected as one of 17 individ-
uals nationwide to receive the White House
Fellowship for 1998–1999. The fellowship al-
lows outstanding citizens to participate in a
once-in-a-lifetime experience by working hand-
in-hand with leaders in government. Applica-
tions are chosen based on demonstration of
excellence in community service, academic

achievement, leadership and professional ex-
perience. It is the nation’s most prestigious fel-
lowship for public service and leadership de-
velopment.

As a White House fellow, Mr. Hicks has
been assigned to the Corporation for National
Service. In that capacity, he serves as Director
of the AmeriCorps Promise Fellows Program,
where he is responsible for implementing a
partnership program between the AmeriCorps
and America’s Promise, which was founded by
former White House Fellow General Colin
Powell. Mr. Hicks also evaluates the effective-
ness of the investment strategies for the $400
million National Community Service Trust. His
other responsibilities include developing an ef-
fort to better link the Corporation with
AmeriCorps members, developing a clearer
national identify for the program and working
with senior management on organizational,
management accountability and cultural
issues.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
today in paying tribute to Mr. H. Beecher
Hicks III for his service to the White House
Fellows Program—a rare honor. I applaud his
selection and wish him much continued suc-
cess.
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IN MEMORY OF BILL SCOTT

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 26, 1999

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
regret that I inform our colleagues of the pass-
ing of a remarkable resident of my 20th Con-
gressional District in New York.

Bill Scott, a resident of Rockland County,
NY, for over fifty years, passed away earlier
this week at the age of 72. With his passing,
New York State has lost one of its distin-
guished citizens.

Bill Scott helped found the N.A.A.C.P. chap-
ter in Spring Valley, New York, back in 1951—
nearly fifty years ago. It is an interesting fact
that Bill felt compelled to do so because he
believed that the existing N.A.A.C.P. chapter
in Rockland County was not vigilant enough in
pursuing discrimination and injustice against
African Americans.

Ironically, years later, in the 1960’s Bill
broke away from the N.A.A.C.P. chapter that
he had founded because he believe that more
militant times demanded a more militant re-
sponse. Accordingly, he founded the Rockland
chapter of the Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE). But, he soon left that organization
also, because he believed their national lead-
ership had come to espouse Black sepa-
ratism—a philosophy Bill could not abide. Bill
devoted his life to equality between the races,
but at no time did he condone separation of
the races which he viewed as self-defeating.

Throughout the fifties and the sixties, Bill or-
ganized marches, sit ins, and demonstrations
to integrate the police forces, the Y.M.C.A.,
and other institutions in Rockland County
which, regrettably, were not color blind at that
time. It is hard for our young people today to
fully understand how ingrained racism was in
our society just a few short decades ago. Nor
are younger generations aware that by no
means was racial segregation restricted to the
south. I can recall from my own experiences
as an N.A.A.C.P. member in the 1950’s that
quite often we were considered too ‘‘radical’’
for our times, even in New York State.

Thanks to people such as Bill Scott in Rock-
land, who were courageous enough to speak
out and to act at a time when it was not pop-
ular, we are well on the road today to a soci-
ety where all are truly equal, although we still
have a long way to go.

Bill Scott hosted a popular television show
on cable, ‘‘Black Perspectives,’’ which made
him a household word in Rockland during the
last few decades of his life. I was honored to
be his guest on several broadcasts and, like
his viewership, I never ceased to marvel at his
enthusiasm, his knowledge, and his commit-
ment.

Bill Scott, a native of New Jersey, moved to
Rockland County, NY, when he was stationed
at Camp Shanks during World War II. In the
over half century that he called Rockland
home, he made a genuine impact upon his
neighbors and his community. Bill will truly be
missed, and we extend our sympathy and
condolences to his widow Barbara, his three
sons, two daughters, and ten grandchildren,
and to his family, friends, loved ones and ad-
mirers who appreciated the gifts of this truly
caring leader.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,

agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
May 27, 1999 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

JUNE 8

9:30 a.m.
Armed Services

To hold hearings on the nominations of
General Eric K. Shinseki, USA, for re-
appointment to the grade and for ap-
pointment as Chief of Staff, United
States Army, and Lieutenant General
James L. Jones, Jr., USMC, to be gen-

eral and for appointment as Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps.

SR–222

JUNE 9

9:30 a.m.
Environment and Public Works
Transportation and Infrastructure Sub-

committee
To resume hearings on the implementa-

tion of the Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st century.

SD–406
Indian Affairs

To hold hearings on S. 438, to provide for
the settlement of the water rights
claims of the Chippewa Cree Tribe of
the Rocky Boy’s Reservation; and S.
944, to amend Public Law 105–188 to
provide for the mineral leasing of cer-
tain Indian lands in Oklahoma.

SR–485
2 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
Water and Power Subcommittee

To hold oversight hearings on the proc-
ess to determine the future of the four
lower Snake River dams and conduct
oversight on the Northwest Power
Planning Council’s Framework Proc-
ess.

SD–366

JUNE 10

9:30 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources

To hold oversight hearings on the report
of the National Recreation Lakes
Study Commission.

SD–366

10 a.m.
Judiciary

Business meeting to markup S. 467, to re-
state and improve section 7A of the
Clayton Act; and S. 606, for the relief of
Global Exploration and Development
Corporation, Kerr-Mcgee Corporation,
and Kerr-Mcgee Chemical, LLC (suc-
cessor to Kerr-McGee Chemical Cor-
poration).

SD–226

JUNE 17

9:30 a.m.
Commerce, Science, and Transportation

To hold hearings on mergers and consoli-
dations in the communications indus-
try.

SR–253
Environment and Public Works

To hold hearings on S. 533, to amend the
Solid Waste Disposal Act to authorize
local governments and Governors to re-
strict receipt of out-of-State municipal
solid waste; and S. 872, to impose cer-
tain limits on the receipt of out-of-
State municipal solid waste, to author-
ize State and local controls over the
flow of municipal solid waste.

SD–406

SEPTEMBER 28

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs

To hold joint hearings with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to re-
view the legislative recommendations
of the American Legion.
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